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World Order and Over-Population 


Without more vigorous and effective population policies by 
government and widespread acceptance of family limitation by 
citizens, the factors of danger cannot be reduced. Unless the 
population explosion itself is checked, all else will fail. § For 
the countries which understand this peril and seek help on 
measures to reduce fertility, it will be a tragedy if the more 
developed countries fail to respond. . . . A clear witness to 
Christian concern in this matter can help to avert or to end such 
a tragedy. Even now there are signs of a belated awakening 
by governments to the neglected sector of the development 
problem. To speed that awakening even by a few months would 
be a major contribution to the struggle for world order. .. . § The 
critical importance of this awakening should not nourish the 
illusion that even vigorous assistance in this field will by itself 
somehow produce a “solution” for the perils confronting the 
underdeveloped world. . . . Only a comprehensive, balanced, 
and dynamic development effort, in which population policy 
takes its rightful place but does not displace the other necessary 
elements, has a real chance of success. § Yet it is the best 
chance, humanly speaking, that we have. Each of us in the 
churches can help a little that it not be lost by helping to build 
an informed and dedicated Christian opinion on the issues posed 
by the population explosion and the need for responsible parent- 
hood. There is much else to do, but this task has a special claim 
from its long neglect. To overcome this neglect and replace 
it with positive conviction, from the parish level to the inter- 
national level, is a present call to responsible Christian study, 
action, and prayer. 


—RICHARD M. FAGLEY in The Population Explosion and Christian 
Responsibility, just published by Oxford University Press, New York. 











Letters to the Editors 





Report Being Circulated Is Denied 





Korean Support Continues 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

Recent letters received by the Board of 
World Missions of the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States indicate that 
a report has been circulated “that our 
Board has withdrawn its support from the 
Presbyterian Church in Korea because the 
Korean Church voted to withdraw from 
the World Council of Churches.” 

While we have not been told from what 
source this report originates, we are au- 
thorized by the Board to say that it has 
not withdrawn any support whatever from 
any church, churches, institutions, or 
other work in Korea, and that these re- 
ports are completely false. 

We would be warmly grateful if those 
who have received such reports will try 
to discover the source from which the 
false rumors are being spread, and refute 
them positively and directly by stating 
that any allegation of withdrawal of sup- 
port on the part of our Board is wholly 
untrue. 

C. DARBY FULTON, 

Executive Secretary. 
Presbyterian, U.S., Board of World 
Missions, Nashville, Tenn. 


NOTE—A similar statement by the execu- 
tive secretary of the UPUSA Commission on 
Ecumenical Mission and Relations, John 
Coventry Smith, appears in the Feb. 1 issue 
of Presbyterian Life, showing that funds for 
Korean work from that source have not been 
withdrawn either. The charge had been 
made by Carl McIntire of the Bible Presby- 
terian Church.—Editors. 


Two Congregations United 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

I have just read Dr. Hopkins’ Parable 
of Two Churches, in the January 25 issue, 
and I am moved to write of a similar 
situation, with a different ending. 

Hickory Withe, Tenn., is a little country 
community, scarecly meriting the title of 
village, about 30 miles from Memphis. 
Years ago—I think it was about 1915 that 
this occurred, but am not sure—there 
were two Presbyterian churches there, one 
U. S., and one Cumberland. The latter 
had the better building. 


One Sunday morning, one of the elders 
of the Cumberland church, which must 
have been without a pastor at the time, 
got up in Sunday school and said to the 
rest of the people, “Why should there be 
two Presbyterian churches in this little 
community? It doesn’t make sense. Let’s 
all go and join the other one.” And they 
did, the whole group, marching in a body 
—it was about a quarter of a mile—and 
announced their intention, which of course 
was welcomed, and followed up by the 
necessary legal steps. The U. S. church 
was torn down, and a manse built on the 
spot, the former Cumberland building, 
which still stands, being used as the house 
of worship. Instead of each group stand- 
ing on its pride, one man had the courage 
to say, “Let’s do this thing that needs to 
be done,” and so it was done. 

I was not there when this happened, but 
was afterward pastor there, and knew this 
elder well—an elder who ruled well, and 
was worthy of double honor. His name 
was W. A. Weber, and he has gone to his 


reward. And I can testify that his action 
brought a great blessing to that commu- 
nity and church. The community is small, 
and there is no other church in it; people 
who move in are inevitably drawn into 
the orbit of the Presbyterian church, and 
there is a fine spirit of unity in the church 
and community life. 
WALTER SWETNAM. 

Amite, Louisiana. 


Nominating Committee, Mar. 8 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

Dr. Robert F. Jones, chairman of the 
Permanent Nominating Committee of the 
[Presbyterian, U. S.] General Assembly, 
has instructed me to communicate to the 
church-related weeklies the fact that the 
Permanent Nominating Committee will 
meet in Atlanta, Georgia, on Tuesday, 
March 8. 

As required by the manual of this com- 
mittee, the names and addresses of mem- 
bers of this committee are to be sent an- 
nually to the church papers, and are as 
follows: 

Rev. Robert F. Jones, 1000 Penn Street, 
Fort Worth, Texas. 

Rev. C. Lynn Brown, 1704 Oberlin Road, 
Raleigh, N. C. 

Mrs. J. W. McQueen, 815 N. Cleveland 
Dr., Albany, Ga. 

Rev. John Newton Thomas, 3401 Brook 
Road, Richmond, Va. 

Dr. W. Edward MeNair, 1529 N. High- 
land Ave., N. E., Atlanta, Ga. 

Mrs. Robert F. Howe, 8 Terrace Dr., 
Helena, Ark. 

Rev. Edward V. Ramage, 2100 4th Ave., 
N., Birmingham 3, Ala. 

Rev. William H. Kadel, Box 387, St. 
Petersburg 31, Fla. 

Col. D. T. Moore, Lewisburg, W. Va. 


JAMES A. MILLARD, JR., Stated Clerk. 
Atlanta, Ga. 


Presbytery Defeats Move 
Toward Liberal Sunday 


PHILADELPHIA (RNS)—An attempt by 
a strong minority to put the Presbytery 
of Philadelphia on record as favoring 
more liberal Sunday laws was defeated 
by a vote of 109 to 79. 

The attempt was made by members of 
the presbytery’s 18-member committee on 
Social Education and Action which pre- 
sented a resolution terming the present 
Sunday laws “archaic, sectarian, hypo- 
critical and intolerable if fully enforced,” 
and favoring their modernization and 
revision to make them “less sectarian and 
more humanitarian.” The resolution also 
suggested consideration for Jews and for 
other groups whose Sabbath is other than 
Sunday. 

A substitute resolution, adopted in- 
stead, calls on public officials to enforce 
the laws of the Commowealth and on the 
people to obey them. 

Leaders in the defeat of the original 
resolution were Common Pleas Court 
Judge Edward J. Griffiths, a former mod- 


erator of the presbytery, and Ellsworth 
E. Jackson, president of the Lord’s Day 
Alliance, which is dedicated to presery- 
ing a “closed Sunday.” 

Judge Griffiths said that the resolution 
would “weaken the testimony of the 
Christian Church,” and that “existing 
laws need more, not less teeth,” rather 
than liberalization. 


PRESBYTERIAN CALENDAR 


And Related Events 














NOTE—U. S. refers to the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S. (Southern); UPUSA to the 
United Presbyterian Church, USA; NCC, to 
the National Council of Churches; WCC, to 
the World Council of Churches. 


FEBRUARY, 1960 


Hymn-of-the-Month (U. S.) Let All the 
World in Every Corner Sing, Hymn- 
book 22. 


February, World Missions (U.S.) 

Feb. 8-9, National Conf., POAU: Protes- 
tants and Other Americans United for 
Separation of Church and State, Boston. 

Feb. 8-12, Executive Committee, WCC, 
Buenos Aires, Argentina. 

Feb. 12-14, National Council, United Pres- 
byterian Men, New York. 

Feb. 12-14, Division of Christian Educa- 
tion, NCC, St. Louis. 

Feb. 12-18, Institute on Overseas Church- 
manship (UPUSA), St. Louis, Mo. 

Feb. 14, Race Relations Sunday, NCC. 
Feb. 16-19, Annual Churchmen’s Washing: 
ton Seminar, Washington, D. C., NCC. 
Feb. 17-19, First National Meeting, Na- 
tional Organizations of Women for 
Equality in Education, Washington, D. 

C. (Outlook, Feb. 1) 

Feb. 19-20, Religious Drama Consultation, 
NCC, St. Louis, Mo. 

Feb. 19-21, National Council, United Pres- 
byterian Men, Sacramento, Calif. 

Feb. 21, Ecumenical Mission and Rela- 
tions Sunday (UPUSA); Universal Day 
of Prayer for Students. 

Feb. 21-27, Brotherhood Week. 

Feb. 22-25, Protestant Church-Owned Pub- 
lishers’ Assn., Hot Springs, Va. 

Feb. 24-25, General Board, NCC, Oklahoma 
City. 

Feb. 26-28, National Council, United Pres- 
byterian Men, Wichita, Kan. 

Feb. 28-Mar. 6, Week of Prayer and Self- 
Denial for World Missions (U.S.). 


MARCH, 1960 


Hymn-of-theMonth (U.S.), Fairest Lord 
Jesus, Hymnbook 135. 

March, Evangelism (U.S.). 

Mar. 1, John Milton Society for the Blind, 
annual meeting, New York. 

Mar. 2, Ash Wednesday. Lent begins. 

Mar. 4, World Day of Prayer. 

Mar. 6, Girl Scout Sunday. 

Mar. 15-17, NCC Division of Christian Life 
and Work, New York. 

Mar. 18, NCC Committee on Cooperation 
in Latin America, New York. 

Mar. 18-20, National Council, United Pres- 
byterian Men, Chicago. 

Mar. 20, Camp Fire Girls Sunday, 50th 
anniversary. 

Mar. 27, One Great Hour of Sharing, WCC. 

Mar. 27-Apr. 2, White House Conference 
on Children and Youth, Washington, 
D. C. 

Mar. 30-31, Japan, Korea, Philippines and 
S’east Asia Committees, NCC, New York. 
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NEWS ROUND-UP 


e CHAIRMAN JOHN C. DoErRFER of the 
Federal Communications Commission 
told the National Religious Broadcasters 
recently that legislation designed to give 
government agencies power to control bad 
practices in radio and television must 
be approached cautiously lest it endanger 
free speech... . e In Kansas City, Mo., 
the Council of Churches of Greater Kan- 
sas City has given strong support to an 
ordinance adopted by the municipal coun- 
cil 6-2, prohibiting racial discrimination 
in the city’s eating facilities. ...e IN 
CANADA members of the Federal govern- 
ment have been informed that the United 
Church of Canada is eager for the death 
penalty to be abolished as soon as “al- 
ternative’ methods of punishment are 
found... .e IN HIs TEN-WEEKs “Safari 
for Souls’’ in nine African countries, 
Billy Graham has refused to conduct any 
segregated meetings and he refused to go 
to South Africa solely, he said, because 
mixed meetings are not permitted there. 

. © THREE WOMEN will be ordained 
as ministers next spring by the Swe- 
dish State Lutheran Church. They 
will be the first women ordained by this 
church. e THE U. S. SUPREME 
Court has agreed to rule on a case under 
litigation for nearly 17 years, to consider 
whether or not a gift paid by historic 
Trinity church (Episcopal) of New York 
to its retiring business manager should 
be considered taxable income. The de- 
cision, it is thought, may have an im- 
portant bearing on taxability of gifts 
made by churches to retiring ministers 
and other employees... . e THE ARCH- 
BISHOP OF CANTERBURY has urged that 
the practice of artificial insemination by 
a donor—generally known as AID—be 
prohibited by law, calling the practice 
totally unacceptable from the Christian 
standpoint. ... e THE BALTIMORE City 
Court has ruled invalid Maryland’s new 
Crime Comic Book Act as_ violating 
“fixed barriers of due process of law and 
freedom of the press’’ fixed by the U. S. 
Supreme Court... . e Fespruary 8-12 
will see the first major meeting in Latin 
America of the World Council of Church- 
es. Then the 12-member executive com- 
mittee will hold its semi-annual meeting 
in Buenos Aires, Argentina to review op- 
erations of the Council and make future 
plans. Consultations between WCC and 
Latin American church leaders were 
scheduled Feb. 5-6 in Buenos Aires and 
Feb. 15-16 in Sao Paulo. 











Pastor Says Sex Is 
American “Idolatry” 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. (RNS) — An 
average American would feel less con- 
spicuous walking down the street with 
a book on sex under his arm than he 
would carrying a Bible, the Minnesota 
State Pastors’ conference was told here. 

Charles Knapp, pastor of First Bap- 
tist Church, Evanston, II1., said this atti- 
tude points up the fact that sex has 
become one of the modern American 
“idolatries” along with money and power. 

“Ours is a time of the Kinsey reports 
and marriage manuals, with sex instruc- 
tion beginning in the fifth grade—at least 
in my community,” Dr. Knapp said. 

While church leaders should welcome 
the present openness about sex, he said, 
they should recognize that there is a 
profound ignorance about its proper place 
in life from the Christian point of view. 

“In the business world,” Dr. Knapp 
observed, “it has become impossible to 
sell hair tonic, toothpaste or toothpicks 
without sex appeal. Sex has become the 
hidden persuader and it is not so hidden 
at that. 

“The growing rate of teen-age marriages 
and the fact that there are 12 million 
children living without the presence of 
both parents are more than a straw in 
the wind of our marital immaturity and 
the handling of sex in modern life.” 

Dr. Knapp said the church must help 
its people recognize that sex is a God- 
given gift to be used responsibly for the 
enrichment of the marriage partners and 
for the Christian family. 


Red China Recognition 
Is Urged by deKretser 


Eprna, MINN. (RNS)—Bryan deKret- 
ser, a Presbyterian minister from Ceylon, 
told the Minnesota State Pastors’ Confer- 
ence here that the U.S. should recognize 
Communist China and support its en- 
trance into the United Nations. 

A visiting professor on the University 
of Chicago’s Federated Theological Fac- 
ulty, the clergyman maintained that it 
is “meaningless” to work for disarma- 
ment within the UN while China remains 
armed because it is outside the interna- 
tional organization. 

“The argument that we cannot admit 
the Chinese because they are ‘naughty’ is 
a highly dubious one,” Dr. deKretser de- 
clared. “Ten years ago the Japanese 
were ‘naughty’ and the Chinese were 
‘good,’ while the Russians were ‘good’ 
and the Germans were ‘naughty.’ 

“Now it is the other way around. It 
simply means that those who are with 
us are ‘good,’ and those who are against 
us are ‘bad.’ ” 

Dr. deKretser said the Christian gos- 
pel’s diagnosis of man as a sinner “pricks 
the bubble of organized self-righteous- 
ness of both the Communist block and 
the west.” This, he stressed, and not the 
ideological conflict, is the basic dilemma 
of our time. 

Asserting that the fundamental prob- 
lem in international politics is balance of 
power, he said that “even if the Russians 
all became Christians and Americans all 
became Communists it would not radical- 





Presbyterian, U. S. 


The Year's Receipts 


A record of the year’s receipts reported by Presbyterian, U. S., agencies shows 
appreciable gains, except in the cases of Church Extension and Interchurch Agencies. 
Church Extension received less because the Assembly removed two divisions (Radio- 
TV and Christian Relations) from its organization. Totals from living donors 
through December are reported for the church year as follows: 


1958 1959 
Annuities and Relief $ 598,495 $ 617,172 
Christian Education 472,782 556,285 
Church Extension 1,187,377 1,148,251 
General Fund 555,091 815,547 
Interchurch Agencies 18,866 15,126 
World Missions 3,754,737* 3,959 ,439* 





*From living donors only. Other income brings the total to $4,173,760, compared with 


$3,952,053 last year. 


Agencies removed from Church Extension: Radio-TV is supported from the General 
Fund; Christian Relations is now a separate Assembly’s committee, and Christian 
Action is a department of the Christian Education Board. 








ly alter the power dilemma.” 

In terms of this analysis, he added, 
“we must be willing to live with a ‘di- 
vided Germany.” It is important for 
world peace that the Afro-Asian bloc 
remain neutral, he said, because if it 
joined with either the West or the East, 
the other bloc would “push the panic 
button.” 

The church’s urgent task, Dr. deKretser 
stated, is to witness to the triumph of 
God’s word from the Cross “which tells 
us that God has made us one.” 

“Only as we witness to a unity across 
divisions in our world do we have a sig- 
nificant and healing word for our time,” 
he concluded. 


Newbigin Sees Continuing 
“Colonial” Point of View 


Toronto, ONT. (RNS)—Bishop J. E. 
Lesslie Newbigin of the Church of South 
India, Madhurai-Ramnad diocese, and 
general secretary of the International 
Missionary Council, declared here that 
the Western world must get rid of the 
old-fashioned idea that missions are “a 
bulwark of democracy, a buttress against 
Communism, and an outpost of capital- 
ism.” 


Addressing 150 clergy of various de- 
nominations at the Metropolitan Toronto 
Council of Churches, Bishop Newbigin 
charged that “the colonial atmosphere is 
still continued in many 
pound.” 


a mission com- 


Noting that Western ideas of the min- 
istry are “profoundly professional,” he 
said the traditional approach, neverthe- 
less, is no longer the best for giving lead- 
ership in the younger churches. 

Less than one-tenth of the ordained 
clergy of the Church of South India is 
foreign, and only four of its 15 diocesan 
bishops, he said, adding that the CSI 
has “proved to be a truly re-vitalized and 
a truly Indian Church.” 

Pointing out that with the revival of 
Buddhism and Hinduism “large numbers 
of people now believe Christianity has 
failed to give world leadership,” he warn- 
ed that disunity among the churches is 
the biggest problem facing Christianity. 


PARKING LOT REQUIREMENT 
IS PROTESTED BY CHURCH 


WASHINGTON, D.C. (RNs )—Jehovah’s 
Witnesses have appealed to the United 
States Supreme Court against a zoning 
decision of the borough of Allendale, 
N.J., forbidding erection of a meeting 
hall (church) unless it provides a park- 
ing lot of 28,000 square feet. 

Hayden C. Covington, attorney for the 
religious group, told the high court that 
to impose so “unreasonable” a require- 
ment for parking lots could ultimately 
prevent the erection of new halls any- 
where in the United States. 
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AID OF PSYCHOTHERAPY 


SEEN IN CONCEPT OF GOD 

New YorK (RNS)—Paul J. Tillich of 
Cambridge, Mass., a leading Protestant 
theologian, told the Academy of Religion 
and Mental Health here that psychother- 
apy has done a great deal to help change 
the Christian concept of God from a re- 
mote, forbidding Deity to One Who is 
near and embracing. 

He addressed the first annual meeting 
of the academy, which emphasizes the 
role clergymen can play in dealing with 
problems of emotionally disturbed people. 
Its membership includes psychiatrists, 
psychologists and clergymen. 

Dr. Tillich, a professor at Harvard 
University’s Divinity School, said that 
Christianity’s revival of the “good news” 
of God’s unjudging acceptance of all 
people was given impetus by a transfor- 
mation of the intellectual climate brought 
on by Sigmund Freud, founder of psy- 
choanalysis, despite his anti-religious at- 
titudes. 

“Acceptance by God of him who is 
not even able to accept himself has be- 
come the central Christian message,” 
Prof. Tillich declared. 

He likened this acceptance to the ac- 
ceptance by psychiatrists of all people 
who seek their help. 





OUR GREAT SECURITY against sin 

lies in being shocked at it. We shall 
not win many battles with evil until a 
gentleman can again be recognized as 
one who finds something “scalding in 
the touch of evil.”—CARDINAL NEWMAN. 





Haverstraw Minister 
Deposed by Presbytery 


HAverRSTRAW, N.Y. (RNS)—Harold J. 
Quigley, pastor of Central Presbyterian 
Church here, was removed from his pas- 
torate and stricken from the membership 
rolls of the United Presbyterian Church, 
USA. 

He was deprived of his status as a 
minister and a member of the denomina- 
tion by a 46-7 vote of Hudson Presbytery 
at a meeting in Middletown. The action 
was taken after Mr. Quigley had ap- 
peared voluntarily before the presbytery 
to report that he had theological differ- 
ences with the church. 

Mr. Quigley denied the deity of Jesus 
and the divine authorship of the Bible, 
but said he had no differences with the 
“elements of Christianity in the human- 
istic stream.” 

The presbytery then declared he was 
“offending against the dogma and dis- 
cipline of the church,” and upon the rec- 
ommendation of a ministerial commission 
ousted the clergyman. 

In his statement to the presbytery, Mr. 
Quigley differentiated between a “sin- 
cere’ or social religion which emphasizes 
social themes, ideas and goals, and an 


’ 


“insincere” or private religion which, he 
said, has an “egocentric” and anti-social 
nature.” 

Declaring, “The church is more than 
an ecclesiastical organization,” he said, 
“it should be a religious community con- 
cerned with the present world, rather than 
with the other world.” 

“Private religion,” he said, “goes un- 
der the banner of Christianity, advising, 
‘love Christ, hate the world, loathe man, 
despise one’s self, and disdain one’s cul- 
ture.’ 


“Disguised Program” 

“Behind this proclamation is the charge 
that man is depraved, under duress of 
inherited sin and a Christ-killer. 

“A hate campaign is disguised under 
this aegis as a love program, an adroit 
form of nihilism is masked as a gospel for 
the lost. A religion which masquerades 
its hate cannot be expected to produce 
constructive social consequences.” 

Mr. Quigley maintained that so long 
as private religion is tolerated within the 
church “Christian churches will be rela- 
tively sterile.” The time has come, he 
stressed, ‘“‘when the church must appraise 
private religion as a form of conspiracy 
against society.” 

“In view of its emphasis on with- 
drawal, persecution feeling, delusions of 
grandeur and social impotency,” he said, 
“private religion must be described as 
psychotic.” 

“Tf the church were to refuse to com- 
promise any longer with defenders of 
this private religion, a new climate of 
intellectual freedom could follow and as 
a result a blueprint for reshaping society 
could be drafted,’ Mr. Quigley asserted. 


Reconstituted Book 

“The Bible could be taken apart or- 
ganically and reconstituted in the light 
of the development of the strife between 
social and private religion,” he continued. 
“A readable, intelligent, fascinating book 
would result. A new era of great reli- 
gious art, literature and liturgy would 
come to pass, and a religious awakening 
and recovery of the prestige for religion 
would follow.” 

“If the church becomes preoccupied 
with what happened 2,000 years ago and 
allows all its intelligence to be drained 
in this research program, it will not take 
the role it must take in resolving the 
main issue of survival,” he declared. 
“Non-participation then would be judged 
as evidence of the fact that it wishes 
man’s destruction.” 

Mr. Quigley has been a minister for 
20 years and has served at Haverstraw 
church since 1952. A former director 
of special events for the Protestant Radio 
Commission in New York, he is vice- 
chairman of Rockland County’s Liberal 
Party and chairman of the county’s 
Housing Council. He is married and the 
father of five children. He announced 
that he has no immediate plans for the 
future. 
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e@ A Mexican discussion underscores a widely-felt need 
in relations between sending and receiving churches 


They Want Dignity 


HE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

of Mexico, along with the Presby- 
terian Church in Brazil, are the two 
largest Presbyterian Churches in Latin 
America. Statistics are difficult to secure, 
but the consensus is that the Presbyterian 
Church in Mexico has about 100,000 
members. The church is 87 years old, 
while the General Assembly has been in 
existence twelve years, and is composed 
of eleven presbyteries. 

At the recent meeting of the General 
Assembly held in the City of Cuernavaca, 
the General Assembly manifested its 
concern over its own status. It was made 
undoubtedly clear that the Presbyterian 
Church of Mexico is anxious about its 
own identity; concerned about the com- 
plete autonomy of all Presbyterian work 
carried on in the life of the nation; and 
possessed with a fierce determination that 
the church shall be treated as a mature 
church. 


The Entire Assembly 

The key word of the Assembly was 
“dignidad,”’ and indeed the General As- 
sembly sought to maintain its dignity in 
certain areas. It made it known to the 
state in the streets of Cuernavaca on No- 
vember 20 as representatives laid a huge 
wreath commemorating the anniversary 
of the revolution. Some had wanted a 
committee to do this, but the General 
Assembly insisted that every presbytery 
in every area of the nation be represented 
so that the state would understand that 
this was a church possessed with the dig- 
nity of national character. The General 
Assembly was recessed in order that this 
might be done. 

It stood firm on its dignity in relation- 
ship to the schism within its boundary. 
There were some in the church who 
wanted the General Assembly to go to a 
small, Carl McIntire-inspired, dissident 
body and ask it to return. Speaker after 
speaker in eloquent and passionate words 
offered to go to the dissident group as 
individuals, but with equal passion de- 
fended the honor of the church, maintain- 
ing that the General Assembly must not 
be humiliated, and affirming that “the 
dignity of the church must not be sacri- 
ficed.” 


Recurring Emphasis 

This observer was impressed as, in 
every issue that came before the General 
Assembly, this great principle of self- 
respect repeatedly manifested _ itself. 
There were some who wanted to censure 





FORMERLY a missionary to Portugal, Mr. 
Meza is now pastor of the St. Stephen church, 
Houston, Texas. 


FEBRUARY 8, 1960 


By HERBERT MEZA 


the administration of the seminary for 
failing the senior class. But the General 
Assembly would have none of it, stating 
that a seminary without requirements 
would lower the dignity and standard of 
the church. In every instance, strict pro- 
tocol was observed so that no presbytery 
might be slighted and no institution of- 
fended. 

The greatest expression of this concern 
was manifested in its relationship to the 
missions of the United Presbyterian 
Church, USA, and the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S. There was strong concern 
expressed that the Presbyterian missions 
working in Mexico have an autonomy of 
their own. In the words of a commis- 
sioner, this constitutes a “bi-cephalic 
monster.” A common complaint voiced 
on the floor of the General Assembly was 
that missionaries come and go, and the 
National Church neither requests their 
services nor has any voice in placing 
them. It was noted that last year the 
missions began submitting to the Na- 
tional Church a list of the missionaries 
and their assignments, but it was felt 
that this is not enough. 

The immediate past Stated Clerk of 
the General Assembly of Mexico, who 
had traveled recently in the United States, 
noted that he met many women in the 
Presbyterian Church, U.S., who inquired 
about the Women’s Birthday offering of 
several years ago which was designated 
for literary work in Mexico. He raised 
this question: “To whom does this 
money belong? Who is supposed to ad- 
minister it? Must the General Assembly 
ask the Missions for this money?” This 
in itself was a major issue, for the Gen- 
eral Assembly is placed in the embarrass- 
ing position of having to ask the Missions 
for money. As stated on the floor of the 
General Assembly, “It places the Gen- 
eral Assembly in the position of beggars 
in relationship to the Missions.” 


Whose Institutions? 

The matter of institutions also was 
considered, and the question was raised 
as to whether these institutions belong to 
the church or to the Missions. Presently, 
nationals have been placed on the boards 
of several institutions, but the church has 
raised the question as to whether these 
institutions should not be placed under 
the direct control of the National Church. 
(It is to be noted that in Mexico churches 
may not own property.) 

Here are some of the statements that 
were made on the floor of the General 
Assembly: 


1. “To our missionary brothers we have 
only a General Assembly on paper. It does 
not contribute to our dignity to have a 
group within our jurisdiction dependent 
on the General Assembly of another coun- 
try for its direction.” 

2. “The father doesn’t know that the 
son has grown up.” 

3. “Evangelism is the only reason for 
the existence of missions and mission- 
aries. Shouldn’t the National Church elab- 
orate this strategy within its own boun- 
daries?” 

4. “Roman Catholic secular mission- 
aries are under the authority of local 
bishops. Our system is anachronistic.” 

5. “I have no hostility towards the mis- 
sions. I am merely defending my nation- 
ality and my Mexican dignity.” 

6. “It would be embarrassing for our 
church to reach the age of 100 years and 
still be in this condition.” 


U.S.A. Visitors 


The General Assembly in the Presby- 
terian Church of Mexico was in no mood 
to be ignored. ‘These matters were dealt 
with in a direct manner. The General 
Assembly waited until Dr. E. T. Thomp- 
son, moderator of the Presbyterian U.S., 
General Assembly and Dr. W. Glen Har- 
ris, fraternal delegate from the United 
Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A., and 
the missionaries, were all present. The 
General Assembly was then turned into 
a roundtable and all commissioners were 
given the privilege of speaking from the 
floor. Though some of the opinions ex- 
pressed appeared to be extreme, there 
were no contrary opinions expressed. 

At all times during the sessions of the 
General Assembly, one discovered a warm 
spirit of appreciation for the work that 
the missionaries have done. Indeed, the 
General Assembly went out of its way to 
state, “We cannot get along without our 
missionaries; there must be a way of 
working out this plan.” This observer 
was impressed with the work the mission- 
aries have done under difficult circum- 
stances. They are severely undermanned. 
It is a tribute to our Mexican mission- 
aries that the debate of the General As- 
sembly was carried out on so elevated a 
plane of church statesmanship. 


Loyalties 


One came away with certain impres- 
sions: 

1. The Church of Mexico, like all 
young churches, has tremendous needs 
for persons whose primary motive is de- 
votion to the National Church. The ques- 
tion ultimately raised is as to where the 
loyalty of the missionaries lies, and how 
the missionaries can best manifest this 
loyalty. 

2. The dignity of the church does not 
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A MARCH AGAINST OBSCENITY 


HE MILITANT STRAINS of On- 

ward Christian Soldiers or Rise up, O 
Men of God die away and the determined 
march against sin—or whatever it is we 
are opposing that Sunday—gets as far as 
the door where it dissolves into a casual 
return home for dinner. Possibly if the 
people knew where they were marching, 
why, and by what route, the powers of 
hell would fulfill the Lord’s promise 
more than they have been doing recently. 
The purveyors of obscenity and news- 
stand filth apparently do not consider 
denouncements hurled from inside the 
church to be the voice of doom. If there 
are marching feet approaching they are 
usually those of the local police. Then 
there are the lawyers, another definition 
by a higher court, a little legal equivoca- 
tion, possibly a slight fine, and nothing 
accomplished. Unless these eyes of mine 
deceive me, the load of this spiritual 
poison gets heavier every month. Seven- 
teen tons are mailed into the New York 
postoffice daily. 


Freedom, Not Prostitution 

Let’s clarify our motives. The church 
believes in freedom as much as the Civil 
Liberties Union, but in the Roth case 
the Supreme Court ruled that freedom 
of the press does not include the right 
to prostitute liberty with obscenity. Nei- 
ther is the church determined to rule 
an unregenerate society by the norms of 
the Holy Spirit. Neither can intelligent 
Christians sadly complain about the 
abandonment of evangelism if a vigorous 
program of social education and action 
is undertaken. The church is alerted 
because she lives on the spiritual fron- 
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THEY WANT DIGNITY 

(Continued from page 5) 
depend on its finances or lack of it, but 
on its divine character. Is the church of 
Mexico being penalized for its poor 
stewardship? Is missionary paternalism 
responsible for this deficiency? What 
should be our strategy now in the light 
of these circumstances ? 

3. The Presbyterian Church, U.S., 
needs to decide whether complete nation- 
alization of all ecclesiastical efforts is 
more important at this time than good 
administration; complete autonomy more 
essential than efficiency. 

4. There needs to be some restudy of 
our strategy, particularly in Mexico, be- 
cause of her proximity to the United 
States, because of the dwindling number 
of missionaries in that land, and because 
of the large number of women (18 out of 
28) on the mission staff. 


Resolution 
5. As the matter now stands, it rests 
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tiers and her weapons are spiritual, not 
carnal. She is alerted because Christian 
citizens have the obligation to express 
preference for the kind of nation in which 
they would like to live and raise chil- 
dren. We do not care to see the task of 
evangelism made more difficult by a men- 
tal and spiritual poisoning of the com- 
munity, and in combatting this dissem- 
ination of obscenity we find satisfaction 
in serving Christ who is Lord of life. 
Lastly, by bringing the gospel to the 
marketplace we find a response from a 
people busily engaged in the practical 
business of living. Possibly if Jesus had 
expressed kingdom concepts from the 
sanctuary of his home or an isolated 
synagogue he would not have been cruci- 
fied, but he was completely mixed in with 
life and he reached the people. Every- 
where it was Jesus and the people. If 
Jesus were here in the flesh he would take 
the church out and introduce her to the 
people. Then the church would need 
courage more than status, power more 
than money. 


Studies First 

Lest the marching program be so vi- 
sionary it never gets started, think in 
terms of the closest two neighboring 
churches beginning and planning to- 
gether. Two pastors and two governing 
boards make studies of current maga- 
zines, laws and local civil action. In 
the case of our church we simply made 
telephone calls to the postmaster in the 
city and to officers of the police depart- 
ment and law department. 

The press gave thorough coverage and 
advance publicity was excellent. The 





in the hands of the General Assemblies 
of the sending churches. The Mexican 
General Assembly took the following ac- 
tion: 

“Resolved, that it be transmitted to 
the foreign churches and ecclesiastical 
bodies that are now related to our church 
through mission work, that they recognize 
our church as a divinely instituted and 
properly organized Body, and that in the 
future all relations with the National 
Presbyterian Church of Mexico should be 
conducted directly with the Council of the 
General Assembly of the National Pres- 
byterian Church of Mexico.”—Minutes of 
the General Assembly of the National 
Presbyterian Church of Mexico, 1959, 
page 7. 


Can the General Assembly afford to 
ignore this appeal? What should be our 
attitude toward a neighbor, with a rich 
cultural background and a fierce pride in 
his national characteristics, yet one that 
nevertheless stands in need of help? On 
what basis should that help be given? 


sermon in our church was analytical. 
What is the use of getting into the pulpit 
and shouting remarks at Lady Chatterly’s 
Lover when all the local humanists and 
pseudo-intellectuals have been saying that 
taboos make for lust and the more we 
expose ourselves to everything that comes 
along the more immune we'll be? And 
why rant and rave against dirty little 
words in books when the people in the 
pew were not encouraging their use any- 
way? Actually, Lady Chatterly’s Lover 
is dangerous because it preaches a soul- 
sickening religion. In all of this hellish 
stuff the mature person is one with the 
keenest craving for natural, pure, physi- 
cal sensation, and this maturity requires 
independence from Christianity—an or- 
thodoxy which protects the weak against 
the strong. And, the independent person 
is one who has no inhibitions and feel- 
ings of guilt. He takes what he wants 
or whom, just when it pleases him. His 
is a fascination with the blood pressure 
of lust, an enthusiasm with Edna St. 
Vincent Millay’s candles burning on all 
ends. The courage of this false religion 
is the ability to admit that the fires of 
despair burn the mind until nothing 
makes sense, and day itself becomes a 
nightmare . . . to admit it, and still go on. 


An Appeal 


This religion of obscenity has an ap- 
peal to adolescent rebellion, perverted 
minds, unstable personalities and those 
who have never found the resources to 
build through self-discipline today in 
order to live in the joy of truth, beauty 
and solidarity tomorrow. The trash mag- 
azines, many cheap paperbacks, and the 
pornographic picture books all are dedi- 
cated to strength through pleasure and 
fulfillment through license. 

Too often the voice of the church is 
ignored because it seems always to be 
the whining complaint of the boring re- 
former. In the campaign conducted here 
the people were informed of what the 
civil authorities were doing, and they 
were doing a great deal. Further, after 
some study, the session voted to send a 
letter of commendation to the store which 
refused to place this filth on its counters. 
This same store placed a rack for Chris- 
tian literature on its first counter. This 
commendation was well publicized and 
the other stores took note. By mail and 
sermon the people were encouraged to 
indicate graciously and patiently to their 
community stores that the display and 
sale of obscene material is not looked 
upon with favor. 


Censorship Issue 


A good deal of discussion was encour- 
aged on the Christian viewpoint toward 
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censorship. No one realized what a com- 
plicated subject this is until he began 
to think about it and hear divergent view- 
points. It was agreed that a marching 
church and an alerted community speak 
quite forcibly to publishing and distribu- 
tion companies, and retail outlets listen 
most carefully. Law enforcement agen- 
cies act with alacrity to stem the tide of 
this filth when they know the community 
is aroused. Often the strength of any 
local or state statute is in the moral judg- 
ment of twelve jurors chosen from the 
community. The church is mistaken if 
she thinks you can solve all problems by 
legislation from the top down. The peo- 
ple read, buy, sell, listen and judge them- 
selves, and in any campaign of this type 
you have to get to the people. 

The positive action of construction 
forces preaches the most forceful sermons. 
Our campaign was concluded with a 
“Christian Literature Sunday,” which 
happened to coincide with Universal 
Bible Reading Sunday. Good literature 
and Christian magazines were placed on 
display for study by the people. The 
setting up of a church library makes it 
easier for the people to be enticed to ex- 
cellent soul-satisfying literature. The 
local stores appreciate it when Christians 
show how highly they value the display 
of excellent books and magazines. The 
Christian home can witness to any and 
all guests that that family is “taking 
thought for what is noble in the sight of 
all.” 


On the Borderline 


Obviously fully pornographic mate- 
rial is not going to reach the newsstands 
and drug stores. Because, however, the 
gospel calls for the unity of all created 
drives within the new man in Christ 
Jesus, and because the obscene trash 
appeals to a philosophy of life which 
divorces the personality from the unity 
of God’s image, from society and from 
God, the lewd books and magazines 
which barely get under the law are as 
damaging as the pornographic material 
which tends to defeat its appeal because 
it is so overtly sickening. To the Chris- 
tian this supposedly gray area is totally 
pernicious. The segment of the public 
which has not experienced the delights 
and strength of a purposeful life in 
Christ will not agree. A gracious and 
positive witness will remind the world 
that the church speaks with vital and rel- 
evant authority. Responsible persons of 
the community will reckon with such 
authority when they realize that its im- 
pact is not the denunciations of a clergy- 
man but the marching of a people. Here, 
as in so many cases, is the great basic 
challenge to the life of the church: unless 
something significant within is causing 
her to march, it is not likely she has 
anything significant to say to the world; 
or if she does, it is not likely she will be 
heard. 
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FROM MY 
STUDY WINDOW 


By W. B. J. MARTIN 


MONDAY e In his wonderful pen- 
portrait of Christ in the first chapter of 
the Book of Revelation, John says, “His 
voice was as the sound of many waters.” 
Did he mean, I wonder, that his words 
were at one and the same time, “the 
language of the child, the language of 
the unconscious, and the language of the 
uncorrupted core of all spiritual tradi- 
tion,” capable of speaking to all the levels 
of man’s conscious and hidden life? Per- 
haps the best commentary on John’s 
words is to stand above the many-toned 
waters of Niagara Falls. 

TUESDAY e¢ After a long conversation 
with a businessman today, in the course 
of which we discussed many aspects of 
the religious life, he broke off by apolo- 
gizing to me for talking shop. It took 
me quite a while to convince him that 
religion is not “shop” to us parsons, and 
if we have given such an impression we 
are truly sorry! But, alas, the idea that 
religion is only a department of life dies 
hard, even in the minds of our best lay- 
men. They still think of the cross as a 
plus sign. Perhaps the Scots are wiser, 
with their Saint Andrew’s Cross, and its 
suggestion that it has become a multipli- 
cation sign, increasing the value of every- 
thing it touches? 

WEDNESDAY © Some people are al- 
ways looking for an opportunity to dem- 
onstrate their gifts and abilities, others 
cultivate their gifts and abilities—and 
are overwhelmed by the opportunities 
that then open up to them. 

THURSDAY ¢ Horace Bushnell says: 
“When I was in college I once undertook 
to read Coleridge’s Aids to Reflection. 
But the author seemed foggy and unin- 
telligible, and I closed the book, and put 
it upon my book-shelves, where it re- 
mained a long time. Meanwhile my mind 
went on thinking and maturing; and one 


day, my eye falling upon the book, I took 
it down, and behold, all was lucid and 
instructive.” I suppose we have all had 
the same kind of experience, with people 
as well as books! It takes a certain ma- 
turity of experience to appreciate and 
understand some men and some books. 

FRIDAY e@ Because American church 
life is so much more extensive than 
church life in Europe, the inference is 
sometimes drawn that it must necessarily 
be shallower also. I find no evidence for 
this: small numbers do not necessarily 
mean depth. The thing that impresses 
me about the churches I encounter here 
is the searching spirit of inquiry, the 
willingness to study one’s faith and to 
make personal appropriation of it. I may 
be fortunate in the congregations I know. 
I am told there are others—where slogans 
do duty for thought, and Christian com- 
munity is confused with “togetherness”— 
but I can speak only of what I know. 

SATURDAY e As if to corroborate 
what I wrote yesterday, tonight’s experi- 
ence landed me right in the middle of 
one of the keenest Christian groups I 
have ever met. I thought I was being 
invited to a coffee party, but it turned out 
to be a cross between an A.A. meeting 
(there were actually five alcoholics pres- 
ent, but mercifully I did not know who 
they were!) and a study group. The 
hostess was a church member who throws 
her house open on Saturday evenings for 
discussion about “things that matter,” 
and for two hours she and the group plied 
me with questions about the Christian 
faith, some of them arising out of last 
Sunday’s sermon and some out of a life- 
time of confusion. Although I was “on 
the stand” for two hours, I felt refreshed 
by the experience. 

SUNDAY e¢ In the marvelous Letters 
of John Keats, which I keep permanent- 
ly at my bedside, I read tonight: “I think 
poetry should surprise by a fine excess, 
and not by singularity; it should strike 
the reader as a wording of his own high- 
est thoughts, and appear almost a re- 
membrance.” 











Presenting the Gospel of Our Lord 
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EDITORIAL 


Too Little, Too Little 


The report of receipts appearing on 
page 3 of this issue indicates that Pres- 
byterian, U. S., gifts to the important 
causes represented by Interchurch Agen- 
cies have fallen far short of even the 
minimum allotted by the Assembly and 
asked of the churches. 

This deplorable record should not be 
permitted to continue. There is no more 
reason why the Presbyterian Church, 
U. S., should not contribute its fair and 
proportionate share to the work of the 
World and National Councils of Church- 
es and similar groups with which it is 
affiliated than for any other to be miserly 
toward this need. Indeed, with the notable 
record of generous giving to Assembly 
causes which the denomination has es- 
tablished over the course of many years, 
there is good reason for the church to 
be near the top of the list. It is true that 
in practically every one of these inter- 
denominational activities, Presbyterians, 
including Southern Presbyterians, have 
been at the forefront from the beginning. 
There were a few dismal years when 
the Assembly allowed a dissident group 
to prevail and divorce it from the notable 
program being carried on by the Federal 
Council of Churches. But, except for 
such lapses, the record has traditionally 
been one of cooperation and of generosity. 
It is high time for the annual designa- 
tion of funds to match the church’s his- 
tory in this regard. 

The situation could hardly be put more 
plainly than it is by Francis Pickens 
Miller, who has reported to the Assem- 
bly’s Permanent Committee on Inter- 
church Relations. Colonel Miller is one 
of the Assembly’s representatives to the 
World Council and a member of the cen- 
tral committee. In reporting to the per- 
manent committee he asked that it: 














“Consider the annual contribution of 
our church to the World Council of 
Churches with a view to recommending 
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to the General Assembly drastic remedial 
action. In spite of the wealth of our 
church in comparison with other churches, 
we give each year to the greatest move- 
ment of the Spirit in our time throughout 
the world less than the salary of one well- 
paid minister. Further, our church is 
almost the only church in North America 
whose accepted quota is never met. This 
is a disturbing and humiliating fact.” 


Exciting Sunday Evenings 

One of the most inspiring and fruitful 
congregational efforts of which we have 
heard recently is in the Chapel Hill, 
N. C., church, alongside the University 
of North Carolina. Inspired by the pas- 
tor (Vance Barron), a study commission 
has been at work there for a year or more 
dealing with implications of nuclear 
weapons for the Christian. This group 
met in the homes of members practically 
every Sunday evening for several months. 
Reports of findings or conclusions have 
been made from time to time, with one 
dinner meeting of the entire congregation 
arranged for this specific purpose. The 
Chapel Hill community can contribute 
a number of devoted people to such an 
enterprise; it can also draw on experts 
in a variety of fields. More important, 
it has long had a tradition of intelligent 
and lively social concern. 

Local papers told recently of some of 
the developments of this activity when 
the White House and State Department 
had taken notice of a memorandum from 
the group outlining aspects of a develop- 
ment program for underprivileged coun- 
tries and suggesting a response to the 
disarmament proposal from Russia. A 
“knowledgable person” was to be dis- 
patched to Chapel Hill to explore the 
ideas being generated there. Other people 
besides Presbyterians have been brought 
into the conversations as the activities 
of the commission have expanded. 

In the Chapel Hill church there is now 
a committee of the session on Christian 
Social Study and Action. One of the 
tasks of this committee is to set up other 
study commissions. Two new ones are 
getting underway on “The Church and 
the Alcohol Problem” and “The Church 
and the Population Explosion.” 

This is not only an exciting way to 
spend Sunday evenings; it is also an im- 
portant and needed step in the direction 
of making the Christian message relevant 
to the urgent needs of the day. 


Congo Story 


Presbyterian Life for February 1 fea- 
tures Donald and Mary Bobb, Presbyte- 
rian, U. S., missionaries in the Belgian 
Congo. A six-page picture story tells of 
their moving as the first white family 
into Matete, an African housing develop- 
ment in Leopoldville. Since the riots of 
last January, theirs is the only white 
family left there today. The article de- 
scribes their brave witness in the midst 
of danger, their identification with the 
deep needs and concerns of those they 


are seeking to serve. Louis B. Fleming’s 
story is called “The Night When Love 
Licked Fear.” It will be widely read 
and with great admiration for the dedi- 
cation of this missionary family. 


GUEST EDITORS 





One Point of View 


Socialist Norman Thomas recently was 
denied permissision to speak on campus 
by the administration of Lehigh Univer- 
sity, Bethlehem, Pa. Commented the 
Arrow of Hunter College, New York 
City: 

Perhaps the most curious statement to 
emerge from the Norman Thomas con- 
troversy at Lehigh University is the 
phrase, “University policy is to discour- 
age any form of partisan political ac- 
tivity,” reported by the editor of the Le- 
high newspaper in the last issue of Arrow. 

The phrase was employed, the editor 
of the Lehigh Brown and White pointed 
out, as a partial defense of an administra- 
tion ruling prohibiting the distinguished 
Socialist leader from speaking at the 
university. 

The contradiction inherent in the ac- 
tions of the Lehigh officials is specifically 
unworthy of the directors of an institu- 
tion of learning. The suppression of in- 
formation is the most heinous form of 
“partisan political activity” because it 
eliminates from consideration all but the 
approved point of view, and thus auto- 
matically gives that point of view the 
authority of exclusiveness. 

The administrators at Lehigh are in 
essence suggesting precisely what is not 
the purpose of a university, i.e., the ad- 
vertisement of specific dogmas. We have 
said before what we hope we will not 
have to say again—a college must remain 
an open forum for all human thought. 


STANFORD HOSPITAL STEP 
APPROVED BY PRESBYTERY 


San FRANcisco (rNS)—Acquisition 
of Stanford University’s hospital here 
by the United Presbyterian San Fran- 
cisco Presbytery has been approved by 
the denomination’s North Coastal Synod. 

The hospital, in need of major modern- 
ization, was turned over without cost to 
the presbytery by the university, which 
recently moved its medical school and 
hospital to new facilities in Palo Alto, 
near here. 

A presbytery spokesman said a non- 
profit corporation will be set up to ad- 
minister the hospital. It was disclosed 
that a $6,000,000 renovation and con- 
struction program is planned to make the 
hospital a major center for medical care 
and research. 

Under the transfer agreement if any 
hospital units are used for income-pro- 
ducing purposes, a portion of the money 
will go to Stanford. 
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Footnote to Romans 8:1-17 


HAVING THE SPIRIT OF CHRIST 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


HEN AN ORDINARY Christian, 

in the course of his Bible reading, 
comes to Romans 8, he may be both con- 
fused and discouraged. By “ordinary 
Christian” I mean an ordinary normal, 
American-type, sincere church member, 
not by any stretch of the imagination 
“mystical,” living a practical life (such 
as trying to bring up a family of five on 
an average tax-payer’s income), not 
usually reading anything more difficult, 
erudite or spiritual than the Reader’s 
Digest; proudly “practical” and “down 
to earth,” with the unconscious material- 
ism that makes him target for modern 
advertising. Religion has not made and 
will not make a mystic out of him; but 
who shall say he therefore has no genuine 
Christianity, no true faith? 

All the same, when a non-mystic reads 
what a mystic writes, he inclines to be 
confused. Discouraged too; for from what 
he can gather, the mystic seems to be say- 
ing that religion, in particular the Chris- 
tian religion, is not what we do but what 
is done to us. We are hit by it, we are 
enveloped or filled by it, but we ourselves 
(on the mystic’s account of it) are quite 
passive, drops of water in infinite tides. 

Romans 8 may be quite clear to the 
readers of this periodical; but the readers 
of all church papers put together are not 
equal to the sum of all church members. 
So although you, Typical Reader, may 
have had not the least trouble with Ro- 
mans 8, you are in a most extraordinary 
congregation if nobody there, including 
the teen-age communicants, could have 
trouble with it. 


ONSIDER FIRST the _ bewilder- 

ment. What a lot of prepositions! 
It almost looks as if Paul were not con- 
tent to state the Christian position in 
any one way and leave it at that; even 
before he comes to the end of his sentence 
he will be saying something different. 
Take it at random: “In Christ Jesus... . 
According to the Spirit. . . . In the Spirit. 
... The Spirit of God in you. . . . Have 
the Spirit of Christ. . . . Christ is in 
you. ... The Spirit of him who raised 
Jesus from the dead dwells in you... 
through the Spirit. . . . By the Spirit.” 
Is there any clue to guide us through all 
those changes? 

Then the discouragement. The prac- 
tical Christian-by-intention, looking for 
light on what to do, does not see it, not 
in practical imperatives of the sort to 
which “positive thinking” has introduced 
him. The Christian life, which is evi- 
dently what Paul is talking about, all 
seems to be God’s doing, not ours. We 
can take it if it comes, but if it doesn’t 
come, then it was not intended for us. A 
hamster in a laboratory, injected with 
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suitable stimulants, may be a super- 
hamster for a while; but he surely de- 
serves no credit for it. Are we no more 
than little animals on whom—or some 
of whom—God works his mysterious ex- 
periments ? 


ET US NOT TRY to pretend that 

Paul was not a mystic. Let us not 
denature him. But let us be fair to him. 
He knew very well that most of his read- 
ers in Rome were not “up to” him. The 
percentage of mystics in the congregration 
at Rome in 60 A.D. may have been 
greater than in Rome, Georgia or New 
York, in 1960 A.D.; but they were 
scarcely in the majority. So Paul always 
says something which the ordinary Chris- 
tian can take hold of, something which 
may help him understand at a deeper 
level than every-day routine. 

Paul’s main point, however it is ex- 
pressed, is that Christ is the center of 
the spiritual life. The difficulty we have 
in distinguishing here between Christ and 
the Spirit is a difficulty so great that Paul 
elsewhere (2 Cor. 3:17) actually says 
the Lord [Christ] IS the Spirit. But this 
very fact shows that Christ and the true 
Spirit of God are inseparable. A person 
who claims to be “spiritual” but is not 
Christlike, is making a plainly false 
claim. 

Paul is also saying—and here the or- 
dinary Christian is quite right in his 
impression—that in the Christian life it 
is God who takes the initiative. We do 
not induce it nor produce it. But—that 
is not the same as saying we are passive 
drops in the tides of God. True, some 
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Christians have thought we were; but 
such thinking is un-Biblical, or in blunter 
language, dead wrong. Even in this short 
passage, Paul suggests two practical 
handles to grasp. One is in vs. 5: “set 
their minds on the things of the Spirit.” 

Well, the practical man inquires, what 
are the “things of the Spirit”? A vague 
phrase, surely! No, not vague if you 
recollect that the Spirit and Christ are 
one. Put into plainer language if pos- 
sible, this means that we are to think 
of the kind of things Christ would think 
of, as he thought of them. 


Paul at this time had not acquired the 
experience in writing that came later. 
He had not had too much experience in 
explaining things to very simple people. 
When he did, he would be able to say 
to his friends in Philippi: ‘Whatever is 
true, whatever is honorable, whatever is 
just—and so forth—if there is anything 
worthy of praise, think about these 
things.” That is what “the things of the 
Spirit” are. 


HE SECOND practical handle is in 

verse 14: “led by the Spirit. .. .” 
Verse 5 has to do with thought; verse 14 
with action. Or we had better say, in vs. 
14 Paul comes to the disposition underly- 
ing actions. One great feature of the 
Christian life, at its base, is right think- 
ing; another great feature is right atti- 
tudes. And the number one right attitude 
is to be willing to follow the lead of God. 
Say it again: to be led by the Spirit. 
And again: to be led by Christ. It all 
comes to the same thing: to be willing to 
do what he wants done. 

The self-centered mind, the stubborn 
will, can block the Spirit of God; but the 
mind and the will attuned to the mind 
and will of Christ—with these, God can 
work miracles. 





WINSBOROUGH BUILDING—This new structure, completed at Montreat, 


N. C., and named for the first executive of Presbyterian, U. S., Women’s 
Work, will be the center for summer activities and headquarters for the 
Board which works during the rest of the year in Atlanta, Ga. 













































































In loving memory... 


more meaningful when applied to a Memorial Fund with the 
Board of World Missions. 


a phrase so often used, but so much 


Such a memorial is more meaningful because it not only per- 
petuates the memory of a loved one, but also helps spread the 
gospel around the world. 

Such a memorial lives forever in the name of one whose life was 
dedicated to His way. Only the income is used to support 
foreign mission work, leaving the original gift intact. 

A Memorial may be established in the name of a person living 
or departed, and may be started with any amount and added 
to by the original donor or by others. 


If you are interested in establishing a Memorial to someone you 
love, please write for further information. 


Address 
CURRY B. HEARN, TREASURER 


RoaRD OF WORLD MISSIONS 





PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES 
POST OFFICE BOX 330, NASHVILLE 1, TENN. 


“To Foretgu AMsstous a Share” 





Women’s Board Asks 
Increase in Budget 


With completion of the Winsborough 
Building at Montreat, N. C., for summer 
activities of Presbyterian, U. S., Women, 
the Assembly’s Board of Women’s Work 
has set next July 21 as the time for the 
formal opening and dedication and spe- 
cial appeals are being made for addi- 
tional gifts to help pay the $50,000 
building and furnishing cost. 

Other actions taken in the recent meet- 
ing of the Presbyterian, U. S., Assembly’s 
Board included approval of the August 
2-9, 1961, date for the women’s confer- 
ence, as requested by Montreat confer- 
ence officials. Formerly the women’s 
conference has been held in July. 

With an increasing program and re- 
sponsibilities, the General Assembly will 
be asked to provide a 1961 budget of 
$257,725 compared with this year’s 
budget of $181,200. Included in this 
increased budget are necessary funds for 
participation in building the Presbyterian 
Center in Atlanta, housing Board head- 
quarters. 

Mrs. W. A. McCutchen of Birming- 
ham, Ala., has succeeded Mrs. Morrell 
DeReign, Caruthersville, Mo., as chair- 
man of the Board. Mrs. W. Rex Josey, 
Manning, S. C., as vice-chairman, will 
represent the Board on the General Coun- 
cil. New officers will assume their dutes 
after the meeting of the 1960 Assembly. 

Full cooperation in the plans for lay 
schools of theology was voted by the 
Board, with the expectation that a be- 
ginning will be made with pilot weekend 
schools. 

Special attention is to be given in 
leadership education courses to oppor- 
tunities of employed women in relation- 
ship to the church. The Board expressed 
its approval by a round of applause when 
it was announced that the previous prac- 
tice of accrediting all women members of 
the Board of Women’s Work to teach 
the course on “Organization and Pro- 
gram of the Women of the Church, will 
be discontinued and that they are now 
to be accredited on the same basis as 
other teachers.” 


HOWERTON IS PRESIDENT 
OF FOUNDATION TRUSTEES 


Philip F. Howerton, Charlotte, N. C., 
insurance executive, has been elected 
president of the board of trustees of the 
Presbyterian Foundation, Inc., of the 
U. S. Church, succeeding F. L. Jackson, 
Davidson, N. C. 

In his report to the trustees, Executive 
Director John R. Cunningham stressed 
the need for a concerted effort to encour- 
age every citizen to plan bequests and 
gifts to church causes and _ institutions. 
Dr. Cunningham said: 

“In an era of fabulous wealth and pros- 


perity, we must not allow funds to be 
squandered for selfish and even damaging 
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ends when they could be used by the 
Christian church to change the spirit and 
the life of the whole world.” 

A. Walton Litz, formerly of Little 
Rock, Ark., was officially presented to 
the board as its new associate director 
and he was elected treasurer. 

Total assets of the foundation are now 
reported at more than $2,500,000. 


CAMPUS NEWS 


The new director of alumni affairs at 
Hampden-Sydney College (Va.) is John 
T. Trotter, who has been sales manager 
of East Pepperell, a Massachusetts man- 
ufacturer. At Hampden-Sydney he will 
coordinate the alumni program and enlist 
the cooperation of alumni and others in 
support of the long-range development 
program. 





* * * 


At Centre College (Ky.) a newly- 
established Honor Seminar, “Christian 
Responsibility and Political Planning,” 
made possible by a $15,300 grant by the 
Lilly Endowment, Inc., of Indianapolis, 
is bringing the following speakers to the 
campus during this term: 

Feb. 9, Alexander Miller, Stanford Uni- 
versity, The Christian View of Man and 
His Relation to the State. 

Feb. 18, William Muehl, Yale Divinity 
School, Religion and Politics: Do They 
Miz? (The Protestant view). 

Feb. 23, Senator Eugene J. McCarthy, 
Minnesota, Religion and Politics: Do They 
Mix? (Roman Catholic view). 

March 22, T. V. Smith, Syracuse Univer- 
sity, Dynamics of American Politics: A 
Problem in Seeking and Holding Office— 
The Role of Compromise. 

April 5, President Benjamin Mays, 
Morehouse College, Atlanta, The Race 
Issue and Domestic Policy. 

April 12, The Consul-General of India, 
New York, N. Y. The Race Issue and 
Foreign Policy. 

May 3, First Secretary, Soviet Embassy, 
International Scene: Cold War Politics 
and Disarmament. 

May 17, Dr. Amry Vandenbosch, Univer- 
sity of Kentucky, Biblical-Christian Per- 
spective on the State and Political Respon- 


sibility: Its Relevance to Contemporary 
Problems. 


££ -* 


Southwestern at Memphis has been 
chosen as one of the participants in the 
George F. Baker scholarship program, 
with four to six of the scholarships to be 
awarded annually on that campus. 
Amounts will range from a $100 honor- 
ary stipend to the complete cost of a 
college education for four years. 

* * x 

At Agnes Scott College (Ga.) 425 stu- 
dents signed a statement urging legisla- 
tors in the General Assembly to assure 
uninterupted operation of public schools. 
Saying they spoke as “citizens, future 
parents and teachers,” they presented 
signed copies to the governor, speaker of 
the house, senate president and individ- 
ual legislators. 
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The Greatest 
Power Potential- 


YOUNG PEOPLE! 


On all continents around the world, colleges and uni- 
versities are harnessing the power of personalities for 
future use. In persons there is greater power than in any 
materials of the universe. 


The powers of the students over all the earth need to 
be directed into useful, constructive, peaceful purposes. 


Students and professors of all countries need your 
prayers. They need Christ who is indeed the light of the 
world. In Him alone is found true liberty. 


February 21 in all churches has been designated A Day 
of Prayer for Students Around the World. 


Let Us Pray for them on that day and every day! 


HIGHER EDUCATION 
DIVISION OF HIGHER EDUCATION 
(= BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
a PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, U. S. 
x = BOX 1176, RICHMOND 9, VIRGINIA 
KEEP IT BRIGHT 
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WEEK OF PRAYER 
and SELF-DENIAL 
for WORLD MISSIONS 


February 28 - March 6 
1960 


A Time of Spiritual Awareness 


and Growth Through— 


1. Earnest STUDY of our missionary obligation 


2. Devoted and self-denying G/VING 


3. Concerted PRAYER for our missionaries 
and their work 


Board of World Missions, Presbyterian Church, U.S. 
Box 330, Nashville, Tennessee 
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A Program of Christian Service 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


Sunday School Lesson for February 21, 1960 
Background Scripture Acts 20:13—21:15 Printed Text 20:18-21, 28-35 


Paul had labored in Ephesus, the 
fourth largest city in the Roman empire, 
for three years, a longer period than he 
had remained in any other locality. A 
riot, stirred up by merchants who were 
suffering economic loss because of the 
rapid spread of the gospel, threw the 
city into an uproar and brought Paul’s 
ministry there to an end. But not until 
he had sent for the disciples “and en- 
couraged them” (20:1, Moffatt). Theo- 
dore P. Ferris comments: 

“One might have expected the disciples 
to have encouraged Paul. Paul was the 
one who had had a dastardly hard time 
of it, not only in Ephesus, but in every 
city all along the line. But it was the 
other way around. It was Paul, who, in 
spite of all his suffering, was nevertheless 
the source of encouragement. ... Moral 
and spiritual power has a way of increas- 
ing as the demand increases, and the more 
a man has to begin with, the more he has 
when, by all natural reckoning, his supply 
should be exhausted.” (Jnterpreter’s 
Bible.) 

Paul proceeded to revisit the churches 
in Macedonia which he had founded on 
his previous missionary journey. After 
giving them ‘much _ encouragement” 
(20:2) he came to Greece (Achaia), 
where he stayed for three months. Most 
of the time was spent in Corinth. While 
here he wrote a letter to the church in 
Rome, designed to open a way for his 
intended visit to that city (see also Acts 
19:21). But first he felt it necessary to 
go to Jerusalem in order to deliver to 
the church there in person the collection 
which he had taken from the churches 
which he had founded on his various 
missionary journeys. By so doing he 
hoped to avert a threatened split between 
Gentile and Jewish Christians. He had 
intended to sail from Corinth to Antioch 
and thence to Jerusalem, but discovering 
a plot of his enemies to kill him en route 
he changed his plans and returned over- 
land by way of Macedonia. The friends 
who accompanied him (20:4) were repre- 
sentatives of the churches which had 
taken the collection. 

We are especially interested in the 
account of the church meeting in Troas 
on the first day of the week. 

“The gathering at night because the 
servants and slaves were not free to come 
by day, the upper room so crowded that 
even the window’s ledge must serve as 
a seat, the many lights brought by breth- 
ren who had to pick their way through 
dark streets and foul alleys, the earnest 
farewell speech of Paul, the lad tired from 
the day’s toil and vainly struggling to 
keep awake, the midnight meal and sacra- 
ment, the further talk by Paul with those 
who could remain until daybreak, when he 
must begin his journey, and they, their 
daily tasks—it is the clearest picture we 
possess of a church gathering in apostolic 
days.” 
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The fact that this religious gathering 
occurred on the first day of the week is 
one of several indications that Christians 
worshipped on Sunday (the Lord’s day) 
rather than on Saturday (the Jewish Sab- 
bath). The meal was evidently the Love 
Feast (Agape) which the early church 
continued to observe for more than a hun- 
dred years, ending with a solemn ob- 
servance of the Eucharist, when the bread 
was broken and the wine distributed as 
Jesus had commanded at the Last Sup- 
per. How the young man Eutychus came 
to fall out of the window we do not 
know. It may be that the room was 
overly hot, or that Eutychus had stayed 
up too late the night before, or that Paul 
unduly “prolonged” his speech (as min- 
isters sometimes do). Whether Paul re- 
stored his life miraculously, or merely 
discovered signs of life in him when 
others supposed him dead, is not alto- 
gether clear. 

Continuing down the coast Paul came 
to Miletus. He had no time to visit 
Ephesus, thirty miles away, but at his 
invitation the elders of the church in 
Ephesus came to him. The address which 
Paul delivered to this group is sum- 
marized for us in Acts 20:18-25. 


Paul’s Ministry 

In the first section of his address Paul 
reminds them of the nature of his min- 
istry among them. Almost every word 
of Luke’s brief summary is significant. 

What was his ministry? It was pri- 
marily a ministry of service. A ministry 
of service to whom? In Paul’s estima- 
tion, to the Lord. “You yourselves know 
how I lived among you all the time from 
the first day that I set foot in Asia, 
serving the Lord. * That phrase, 
“serving the Lord,” is the key to the 
entire passage. Paul did not begin his 
ministry with the idea of gaining either 
fame or fortune; he sought not to be 
served, but to serve. It was, of course, 
a ministry, or service, to men. But to 
serve mankind was not his primary end. 
He was first and foremost a servant of 
Christ, laboring under his orders, his 
consuming purpose to please him who 
had called him into his service. And that 
is why his service to men never flagged, 
and why his service extended to all men 
everywhere. 

How did Paul carry on his ministry? 
What were the marks or characteristics 
of his service? First, it was carried on 
with fidelity. It was not only with words 
but also in deed, and it was unremitting, 
never ceasing. It was not just on Sunday. 
Not for a forty-hour week. Not off and 
on. “You yourselves know how I lived 
among you all the time from the first 


day that I set foot in Asia.” Second, it 
was performed with humility. One must 
have humility if he is really to serve the 
Lord, Otherwise he will misrepresent 
Christ and render him a disservice; he 
will take offence when he is misunder- 
stood, or rebuffed; he will let the adula- 
tions of well-meaning friends go to his 
head; he will begin insensibly to seek 
the prerequisites of his office, a more 
important place in the Kingdom, material 
rewards rather than spiritual. 

Paul served, in the third place, with 
compassion and love. Some evangelists 
impress people by the vigor of their de- 
nunciation. It was George Pentecost, I 
believe, who said Dwight L. Moody was 
the one evangelist he could abide, because 
he never spoke of the “lost” without tears 
in his eyes. So it must have been with 
Paul. He loved the people whom he 
sought to save. “You yourselves know 
how I lived among you, . . . serving the 
Lord with all humility and with tears 
and with trials which befell me through 
the plot of the Jews.” 

This last means that he served with 
courage. Writing to the Corinthians from 
Ephesus toward the end of his stay, he 
said, “I will stay in Ephesus until Pente- 
cost, for a wide door for effective work 
has been opened to me, and there are 
many adversaries” (1 Cor. 16:8-9). 
Earlier in the same Epistle, he tells us 
that he had fought with beasts in Ephe- 
sus (15:23). We do not know whether 
this means that Paul was actually forced 
to fight for his life in the arena, or 
whether he had to contend with men as 
fierce as animals and as ready to tear 
him to pieces. But his language in 1 
Cor. 4:8-13 makes it clear that he under- 
went much more than we are told. Just 
as men doomed to die in the arena were 
exhibited before the audience before they 
went to their death, so says Paul: 


“God has exhibited us like men 
sentenced to death. . . . We have become 
a spectacle to the world. We (are 


held) in disrepute. . We hunger and 
thirst, we are ill-clad and buffeted and 
homeless, and we labor, working with our 
hands. When reviled, we bless; when per- 
secuted, we endure; when slandered, we 
try to conciliate. .. .” 

That was the spirit of Paul’s ministry, 
and helped, no doubt, to explain its suc- 
cess. 

What was the end of his ministry? As 
indicated in this address, it was to bear 
witness to Christ. Paul defines this wit- 
ness more specifically as repentance to 
God and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Repentance, as we have frequently ob- 
served, included much more than sorrow 
for sin; it meant a change of one’s mind, 
a change of one’s way of living. It meant 
turning from the world unto God, turn- 
ing away from one’s own will for his 
life, to God’s will as revealed in Jesus. 
Faith in Christ meant belief in Jesus 
as the Son of God, trust in Jesus as 
Savior, obedience to him as Lord. Paul 
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sought to bear this witness in every way 
that was open to him, “teaching you in 
public and from house to house.” He 
allowed nothing to turn him aside from 
this primary obligation. A minister today 
finds it hard to speak everything on his 
mind. There are some things about which 
some people in every congregation are 
very sensitive. And if a minister touches 
on these sore points too frequently, or 
too faithfully, they will cease to attend 
the services of the church. What is a 
minister to do? Paul said, “I did not 
shrink from declaring to you anything 
that was profitable.” Profitable for them, 
he meant, not for himself. 


So, briefly, Paul describes his past 
ministry. And what of the future? “I am 
going to Jerusalem, bound in the Spirit, 
not knowing what shall befall me there, 
except that the Holy Spirit testifies to 
me in every city that imprisonments and 
afflictions await me.” Jerusalem at the 
time was being swept by a fanatical na- 
tionalist spirit, like that rising in many 
parts of the world in our own day. Any 
Jew like Paul, suspected of Gentile sym- 
pathies, was in grave danger for his life. 
Paul knew that he was going into a 
dangerous area. But he was determined to 
go because he was convinced it was God’s 
will. And that was all that mattered: 
“TI do not account my life of any value 
nor as precious to myself, if only I may 
accomplish my course and the ministry 
which I received from the Lord Jesus, 
to testify of the gospel of the grace of 
God.” Here, as Theodore P. Ferris com- 
ments, we have a perfect summary of the 
grace of God. The gospel is good news 
of God’s unmerited favor in Christ, of 
his willingness to forgive us our sins and 
to receive us into his fellowship through 
our faith in Jesus Christ. 


In the third section of the address (28- 
31) we have Paul’s charge to the elders 
of the church. God has made them over- 
seers or guardians (the Greek word is 
episcopoi, elsewhere translated bishops) 
of the church. Their first duty is to feed 
the flock, which Christ has obtained by 
his blood, i.e., through his death. Their 
second duty is to guard the flock. False 
teachers will arise, not from without the 
church only, but also from within the 
church. They must feel a responsibility 
for every member of the church, even as 
Paul ceases not to admonish everyone 
night and day with tears. 

In the fourth section of his address 
we have Paul’s farewell (32-35). He 
commends his hearers to God and to the 
word of his grace (forgiving love) which 
is able to build them up, i.e., strengthen 
them spiritually in this life, and to give 
them an inheritance (in the life to come) 
among all those who are sanctified (i.e., 
made righteous in Christ). He reminds 
them that he had supported himself in 
Ephesus, so that no one could accuse 
him of preaching “for money,” and also 
to give them an example, that by “so 
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toiling one must help the weak, remem- 
bering the words of the Lord Jesus, how 
he said, ‘It is more blessed to give than 
to receive.” And so Luke, reporting 
Paul, preserves for us a beatitude which 
might well be added to the eight recorded 
in Matthew 5. Moffatt’s translation 
brings out the meaning more sharply: 
“To give is happier than to get.” We 
find happiness is getting many things in 
life, but we find greater happiness, more 
enduring happiness, Jesus suggests, in 
giving—to those we love, to our neigh- 
bors, to our church, to our God. 


The New Testament Church 

We have analyzed very briefly Paul’s 
message to the elders of the church at 
Ephesus. It may be more helpful to us 
of the present day to approach it from 
another angle. Let us see what we can 
learn from these words about the church. 

(1) The pastor of the church. Paul 
was not a pastor in our modern sense, 
rather a missionary, building up a church 
in the great heathen city of Ephesus, as 
many of our missionaries today are build- 
ing up strong churches in various cities 
of Brazil, Japan, Korea, etc. He is not 
giving us a full account of his labors in 
Ephesus, only so much as is necessary to 
vindicate him from the charges of his 
enemies. And yet we can learn from him 
something about the work of a pastor 
(cf. especially 20:18-21). A man who 
wishes truly to serve God in this high 
calling must preach the gospel—repent- 
ance unto God, faith unto our Lord Jesus 
Christ. He must be humble, sympathetic, 
courageous, and faithful—willing to 
labor, willing to suffer, determined to 
accomplish his Master’s will for his life. 
It is an arduous calling, but it has its 
compensations. Paul saved many souls 
in Ephesus. He built up a church which 
for many years played a great part in 
the varied work of the Kingdom of God. 


(2) The officers of the church. The 
church at Ephesus was governed by a 
board of elders (20:17). There were 
elders in the mother church at Terusalem 
(Acts 15:64). On his first missionary 
journey Paul had appointed elders for 
the churches at Derbe, Lystra, Iconium, 
and Antioch (Acts 14:23). The elders 
at Ephesus are spoken of as bishops. Cf. 
20:17, 28, remembering that the word 
“overseers” or guardians is the Greek 
word “episcopoi,” elsewhere translated as 
“bishops.”’ Cf. also Titus 1:5-7. Origi- 
nally the word elder and the word bishop 
described the same office, elder being the 
Jewish term describing the office from 
the standpoint of its dignity, bishop 
(i.e., overseer) being the Greek term 
describing the office from the stand- 
point of its function. In 1 Tim. 5:17 
we note that all elders were ruling 
elders, one, the pastor, a teaching elder. 
One other officer we find in the New 
Testament churches—the deacon. They 
are mentioned in Acts 6:1-6; Phil. 1:1; 
1 Tim. 3:8. From the first passage we 


gather that they are busied with the fi- 
nances of the church and the care of the 
poor. We can be sure that there were no 
other regularly elected officers in the 
church at Ephesus, but judging from 
Paul’s other letters we know that here 
as elsewhere there were men and women 
fitted by the Spirit to render special 
service to the church of one sort or an- 
other. Cf. especially 1 Cor. 12:4-11, 28- 
30. So today in every church there are 
people whom the Spirit has equipped to 
render some peculiar service, some to sing 
in the choir, some to teach in the Sunday 
school, some to lead in the women’s work, 
etc., etc. Each of us needs to use his gift 
for the good of the whole. (Eph. 4:7). 

(3) The members of the church. It is 
plain from Paul’s words that on the 
human side the members of the church 
are those who have experienced re- 
pentance unto God, and faith unto our 
Lord Jesus Christ (21). “Repentance is 
a saving grace whereby a sinner . . . does 
with grief and hatred of his sin turn from 
it unto God with full purpose of and 
endeavor after new obedience.” Faith is 
not an intellectual assent unto certain 
propositions about Christ, but a personal 
trust in Jesus as Lord and Savior. On 
the divine side the members of the church 
are those whom the Lord hath purchased 
with his own blood (28). “The Chris- 
tian Church is not a company of people 
admiring the ideals of Jesus, or accepting 
the beauty of his ethical teaching; and 
attempting to obey it. The Christian 
Church is the society of those who are 
purchased by God, acquired by his own 
blood.” 

(4) The obligation of the church. 
Surely the great obligation of the church 
is to carry on the work of Paul, testifying 
both to Jew and to Greek repentance 
toward God and faith unto our Lord 
Jesus Christ (21), declaring unto all men 
the whole counsel of God (26). How 
can we, like Paul, be free from the blood 
of all men (26)? The church also has 
a mission to be afflicted. Paul said: “In 
all things I gave you an example that so 
laboring you ought to help the weak 
(35).” Who are the weak, and how may 
we help them? Both in our mission to 
the souls of men, and to their bodies, we 
need to remember the words of Jesus— 
It is happier to give than to get. To 
give what? Did Jesus mean our money, 
our talents, our business skill, our lives, 
or what? 

(5) The perils of the church. There 
are many dangers in every age that the 
church has to overcome. There was one 
particular danger which Paul feared as 
he thought of the future of the church in 
Ephesus. The danger of false teachers, 
teachers entering the church from with- 
out, teachers rising up in the heart of 
the church itself (29-30). Paul’s proph- 
ecy was correct. The gravest danger that 
the church met in the first centuries after 
Christ was not persecution, but heresy— 
not the danger from without, but the 
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BOOK NOTES 


The cover quotation for this issue is 
taken from what is termed the “‘first full- 
length analysis from a Protestant per- 
spective of the world’s most neglected 
social problem.” Richard Fagley has 
made the study largely because as execu- 
tive secretary of the Commission of the 
Churches on International Affairs 
(CCIA) of the World Council of Church- 
es he is convinced that the accelerated 
growth of world population, especially 
in underdeveloped areas, is “the chief 
enemy of free society in the world today.” 
The book, like the problem it discusses, 
merits concerned study by churchmen for, 
the author insists, any genuine solution 
will be found to be largely a religious 
one—a Christian doctrine of responsible 
parenthood. (The Population Explosion 
and Christian Responsibility. Richard M. 
Fagley. Oxford University Press, New 
York. 260 pp., $4.25.) 

x * x 

OUTSIDE THE CAMP. By Charles C. West. 
Doubleday and Company, Inc., New York, 
168 pp., $3.00, 

This book offers an analysis of the 
spiritual situation in which the present- 
day world finds itself, and suggests a 
Christian answer thereto. Dr. West be- 
gins by summarizing the various ideolo- 
gies which are competing for the alle- 
giance of the peoples of the world, par- 
ticularly in the non-committed countries 
of Asia. Then he points out that even in 
prosperous America, confidence in the 
traditional American way of life has 
been rudely jolted by tensions and con- 
flicts—for example, over race relations— 
not to mention the challenge of Commu- 
nism. In these circumstances a searching 
re-evaluation of our resources is called 
for. Dr. West finds the answer only in 
the church of Jesus Christ, but in this 








danger from within. How can we recog- 
nize these false teachers, these wolves 
who endanger the flock? According to 
Jesus we can know them by their fruits 
(Matt. 7:15-16). And the fruit of the 
Spirit, Paul tells us elsewhere, is “love, 
joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, good- 
ness. . .” (Gal. 5:22-23). Orthodoxy, in 
other words, is to be measured not only 
by words, but also by deeds. 

(6) The all-sufficient provision for the 
church. Paul will not quit until he has 
pointed the Ephesian elders to their one 
sure support in all the years to come. “I 
commend you to to God and to the word 
of his grace, which is able to build you 
up, and to give you the inheritance among 
all them that are sanctified.” The word 
of God’s grace is found for us in the 
pages of Scripture. Where else can we 
learn of God as he is revealed to us in 
Christ Jesus? Have we given the Bible 
an adequate place in our own lives? 

Lesson theme and scripture copyrighted by the Divi- 


sion of Education, National Council of Churches. Scrip- 
ture quotations from the Revised Standard Version. 
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church considered not so much as an 
organized structure, but rather as a 
Christian community operating under the 
power of God to implement his purposes 
for mankind in Jesus Christ. For the 
individual Christian it is necessary to 
identify himself squarely with this Chris- 
tian community, and find in it a sense of 
mission which begins in the church con- 
gregation, but which reaches out in self- 
sacrificing service to the whole world of 
mankind. 

The book thus presents a searching 
challenge to present-day Christians to 
acquire a deeper awareness of the spirit- 
ual realities of the world situation, and 
to attempt to make a more adequate 
Christian response to them. 

NorMaANn V. Hope. 
Princeton Theological Seminary. 


THE FULFILLMENT OF LIFE, by Owen 
M, Weatherly. John Knox Press, Richmond, 
Va. 158 pp., $3.00, 

The concern of this book, says the au- 
thor, is “for the fulfillment of human 
life. The thesis it seeks to sustain is that 
the conditions for human fulfillment are 
set forth in the laws of God and that the 
power for the fulfillment of human life 
is provided in the grace of God.” The 
writer then develops his thesis linking 
the laws of God and the grace of God 
in various areas of human concern. He 
writes of the law of truth, the law of 
kindness, the law of faith, and the law 
of liberty among others. He climaxes 
his consideration of these different areas 
with a chapter on the law of love and 
rounds out his thesis with an insistence 
on the harvest which operates inexorably 
on the principle that we always reap ex- 
actly what we sow. While the laws of 
God are not contrasted with the grace of 
God, the emphasis in this volume is upon 
law. The author declares that “the reali- 
zation of the highest wants of human ex- 
istence are not a matter of chance or fate 
or wishful thinking . . . all creation is 
ordered by external divine law and... 
human life is fulfilled to the extent that 
man recognizes and conforms to that 
law.” 

The book is thus a sturdy assertion of 
Christian principles. It affords a stimu- 


lating antidote to the weak acquiescence 
in wrongdoing so characteristic of many 
of us. One is reminded of what Theodore 
Roosevelt is reported to have said in 
defense of the Puritans: “At least they 
do not have chocolate eclairs for back- 
bones.” Here is an ethic that has a 
sturdy backbone. 
KENNETH G. PHIFER. 

Louisville Theological Seminary. 
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Sermons on the Prodigal Son. Thomas 
A. Whiting. Abingdon Press, Nashville, 
Tenn. $2. 

Meet the Twelve. J. H. Baumgaertner. 
Augsburg Publishing House, Minneapolis, 
Minn. $2.50. 

The Concept of Grace. Philip S. Watson. 
Muhlenberg Press, Philadelphia. $2. 

Smoking and Health. Alton Ochsner. 
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With Schweitzer in Lambarene. Rich- 
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Letters from Ghana. Richard & Ger- 
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Philadelphia, Pa. $2. 
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The Upper Room Companion. Gerald O. 
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$1.00, paper. 

We Are Now Catholics. Kar] Hardt, ed. 
Newman Press, Westminster, Md. $3.95. 

College Entrance Guide. Mark Murphy. 
Plenum Press, Inc., N. Y. $1.95, paper. 

These Are God’s Sons. Warren Young 
Kimball. Warren Young Kimball, publish- 
er, Dedham, Mass. $3.50. 

Search the Scriptures. Warren Young 
Kimball. Warren Young Kimball, pub- 
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tion. Warren Young Kimball. Warren 
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Teach Me to Pray. W. E. Sangster. Up- 
per Room, Nashville, Tenn. 35¢, paper. 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 
Presbyterian, U. S. 

John B. Evans of the faculty of David- 
son College, N. C., has accepted a call to 
the pastorate of the Auburn, Ala., church. 

Marvin K. Compher from Richmond, 
Va., to 103 E. G St., Elizabethton, Tenn. 

D. F. Helm from Hot Springs, Va., to 
the Culpeper, Va., church. 

Earl W. Morey, Jr., from Pittsburgh, 
Pa., to 5200 Grove Ave. (St. Giles church) 
Richmond 26, Va. 

Philip A. Roberts from Clifton Forge, 
Va., to 2701 N. Augusta St., Staunton, Va. 

James |. Lowry, formerly of Newport 
News, Va., has become pastor of the 
Meadowview church, Louisville, Ky. 








United Presbyterian, USA 

Robert L. McLeod from 
chapel and head of the 
religion at Lindenwood College, St. 
Charles, Mo., to 577 University Blvd., 
Memphis 12, Tenn., where he has become 
national executive director of Pi Kappa 
Alpha fraternity. 

Winslow S. Drummond, formerly presi- 
dent of the College of the Ozarks, has 
become vice-president of the College of 
Wooster in Ohio, Dr. Drummond is in 
charge of the financial development pro- 
gram of the college in its $20,000,000 pre- 
centennial campaign. 

J. Milton Bell from Philadelphia, Pa., to 
48 Cobane Terrace, West Orange, N. J., 
Feb. 10. 

Harry J. Jaeger, Jr., formerly of Mil- 
ford, Del., has become adult editor of the 
David C. Cook Publishing Co. 

Owen C. Jones has resigned 
ten-year pastorate in the First 
Smyrna, Del. 


dean of the 
department of 


after a 
church, 


DEATHS 

James C. Hines, 74, died in Washington, 
N. C., Dec. 11, after several years of 
failing health. For many years until his 
retirement he was pastor of the Wayside 
and Calvary churches in Albemarle, N. C., 
Presbytery, though most of his earlier 
ministry was spent in Texas. 

Mrs. Charles F. (Helen Kirkland) Bern- 
heisel, 87, missionary to Korea from 1903 
to 1942, died Jan. 25 in Indianapolis, Ind. 
Koreans called her “Grandmother of 
Kindergartens” for service in that field. 


DCEs 

Gerry Jones, formerly of the First 
church, Dallas, Texas, has become di- 
rector of Christian education of the St. 
Philip church, Box 22145, Houston 27, 
Texas. 
WASHINGTON COUNCIL 

Frederick E. Reissig, executive secre- 
tary of the National Capital Area Council 
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of Churches (Washington, D. C.) for 18 
years, will retire at the end of this year. 


SEMINARY PREACHING CLINIC 

The faculty for the July 25-Aug. 5 sum- 
mer preaching clinic at Union Seminary 
in Virginia has been announced: Ralph 
W. Sockman, New York, first week; Ed- 
mund A. Steimle, Philadelphia, second 
week; and these from the seminary 
faculty or Richmond: James A. Jones, 
Robert White Kirkpatrick, John H. Leith, 
J. A. Ross Mackenzie, and Ben L. Rose. 


MINISTERS’ FUND 

John R. Cunningham, executive director 
of the Presbyterian Foundation, Inc. 
(U.S.), Charlotte, N. C., has been elected 
chairman of the executive committee of 
the board of directors of the Presbyterian 
Ministers’ Fund, Philadelphia, Pa. This 
Fund is the oldest life insurance com- 
pany in the world (established 1759), 
providing life insurance for ministers 
and their immediate families. 


34 TO PUERTO RICO 

Thirty-four United Presbyterian, USA, 
ministers are spending eleven days as 
co pastors of Puerto Rico congregations, 
living in the pastors’ homes, preaching, 
visiting parishioners, meeting government 
and business leaders and addressing civic 
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clubs. Sponsored by the evangelism divi- 
sion of the Board of National Missions 
and the Synod of New York, the program 
calls for seminars for the island ministers 
on evangelism methods and Christian 
education. Outdoor rallies will be held in 
four cities led by President Alfonso Rod- 
rigues of Union Theological Seminary, 
Matanzas, Cuba. 


SOUTH CAROLINA COUNCIL 

Neil E. Truesdell of Newberry, S. C., 
has been elected president of the Chris- 
tian Action Council of the state. He is 
the first Presbyterian to head this state- 
wide interchurch agency. 
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